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Appendix 2.

Full electronic search strategy for MEDLINE and EMBASE

No.

Search term (and operator)

Results
(MEDLINE)

Results
(EMBASE)

1

exp Foreign Medical Graduates/

3433

247

Foreign medical graduate*.mp.

3556

742

(Foreign adj2 medical adj2 graduate*).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title,
name of substance word, subject heading word, floating sub-heading word,
keyword heading word, organism supplementary concept word, protocol sup-
plementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique
identifier, synonyms]

3597

825

(international adj2 medical adj2 graduate*).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original ti-
tle, name of substance word, subject heading word, floating sub-heading word,
keyword heading word, organism supplementary concept word, protocol sup-
plementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique
identifier, synonyms]

894

1041

(internationally adj2 trained adj2 doctor*).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title,
name of substance word, subject heading word, floating sub-heading word,
keyword heading word, organism supplementary concept word, protocol sup-
plementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique
identifier, synonyms]

(internationally adj2 trained adj2 physician*).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original
title, name of substance word, subject heading word, floating sub-heading
word, keyword heading word, organism supplementary concept word, protocol
supplementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word,
unique identifier, synonyms]

(internationally adj2 trained adj2 medical graduate*).mp. [mp-=title, abstract,
original title, name of substance word, subject heading word, floating sub-head-
ing word, keyword heading word, organism supplementary concept word, pro-
tocol supplementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word,
unique identifier, synonyms]

(internationally adj2 educated adj2 physician*).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original
title, name of substance word, subject heading word, floating sub-heading
word, keyword heading word, organism supplementary concept word, protocol
supplementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word,
unique identifier, synonyms]

(internationally adj2 educated adj2 health adj2 professional*).mp. [mp-=title,
abstract, original title, name of substance word, subject heading word, floating
sub-heading word, keyword heading word, organism supplementary concept
word, protocol supplementary concept word, rare disease supplementary con-
cept word, unique identifier, synonyms]

17

19

10

(internationally adj2 trained adj2 health adj2 professional*).mp. [mp=title, ab-
stract, original title, name of substance word, subject heading word, floating
sub-heading word, keyword heading word, organism supplementary concept
word, protocol supplementary concept word, rare disease supplementary con-
cept word, unique identifier, synonyms]

11

(foreign adj2 trained adj2 doctor*).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name
of substance word, subject heading word, floating sub-heading word, keyword
heading word, organism supplementary concept word, protocol supplementary

23

27
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concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier, syn-
onyms]

12

(foreign adj2 trained adj2 physician*).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, 51
name of substance word, subject heading word, floating sub-heading word,

keyword heading word, organism supplementary concept word, protocol sup-

plementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique

identifier, synonyms]

46

13

(foreign adj2 trained adj2 medical adj2 graduate*).mp. [mp=title, abstract, orig- 4
inal title, name of substance word, subject heading word, floating sub-heading

word, keyword heading word, organism supplementary concept word, protocol
supplementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word,

unique identifier, synonyms]

14

(foreign adj2 educated adj2 physician*).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, 6
name of substance word, subject heading word, floating sub-heading word,

keyword heading word, organism supplementary concept word, protocol sup-

plementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique

identifier, synonyms]

15

(foreign adj2 educated adj2 health professional*).mp. [mp=title, abstract, origi- 2
nal title, name of substance word, subject heading word, floating sub-heading

word, keyword heading word, organism supplementary concept word, protocol
supplementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word,

unique identifier, synonyms]

16

(overseas adj2 trained adj2 doctor*).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name 49
of substance word, subject heading word, floating sub-heading word, keyword

heading word, organism supplementary concept word, protocol supplementary

concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier, syn-

onyms]

59

17

(overseas adj2 trained adj2 health professional*).mp. [mp=title, abstract, origi- 6
nal title, name of substance word, subject heading word, floating sub-heading

word, keyword heading word, organism supplementary concept word, protocol
supplementary concept word, rare disease supplementary concept word,

unique identifier, synonyms]

18

lor2or3or4or5or6or7or8or9orl0orllorl2orl3orl4orl5orl6 4040
or 17

1884

19

(Foreign Medical Graduates or Foreign medical graduate* or (Foreign adj2 1598
medical adj2 graduate*) or (international adj2 medical adj2 graduate*) or (in-
ternationally adj2 trained adj2 doctor*) or (internationally adj2 trained adj2
physician*) or (internationally adj2 trained adj2 medical graduate*) or (interna-
tionally adj2 educated adj2 physician*) or (internationally adj2 educated adj2
health adj2 professional*) or (internationally adj2 trained adj2 health adj2 pro-
fessional*) or (foreign adj2 trained adj2 doctor*) or (foreign adj2 trained adj2
physician*) or (foreign adj2 trained adj2 medical adj2 graduate*) or (foreign
adj2 educated adj2 physician*) or (foreign adj2 educated adj2 health profes-
sional*) or (overseas adj2 trained adj2 doctor*) or (overseas adj2 trained adj2
health professional*)).tw,kf.

20

(Foreign Medical Graduates or Foreign medical graduate* or (Foreign adj2 1581
medical adj2 graduate*) or (international adj2 medical adj2 graduate*) or (in-

ternationally adj2 trained adj2 doctor*) or (internationally adj2 trained adj2

physician*) or (internationally adj2 trained adj2 medical graduate*) or (interna-

tionally adj2 educated adj2 physician*) or (internationally adj2 educated adj2

health adj2 professional*) or (internationally adj2 trained adj2 health adj2 pro-

fessional*) or (foreign adj2 trained adj2 doctor*) or (foreign adj2 trained adj2

physician*) or (foreign adj2 trained adj2 medical adj2 graduate*) or (foreign

adj2 educated adj2 physician*) or (foreign adj2 educated adj2 health

1704
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professional*) or (overseas adj2 trained adj2 doctor*) or (overseas adj2 trained
adj2 health professional*)).ti,ab.

21

exp Career Choice/ or career.mp.

55843

408593

22

(profession* adj3 integrat*).mp. [mp=title, abstract, original title, name of sub-
stance word, subject heading word, floating sub-heading word, keyword head-
ing word, organism supplementary concept word, protocol supplementary con-
cept word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier,
synonyms]

1141

1521

23

(alternative adj3 career).mp. [mp-=title, abstract, original title, name of sub-
stance word, subject heading word, floating sub-heading word, keyword head-
ing word, organism supplementary concept word, protocol supplementary con-
cept word, rare disease supplementary concept word, unique identifier,

synonyms)]

81

101

24

integrat*.mp.

508251

612683

25

21l or22 or 23 or 24

562313

1002698

26

18 and 25

426

327

International Journal of Medical Education. 2021;12:45-63; DOI: 10.5116/ijme.606a.e83d



	Appendix 2.

